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Welcome home 
to new Habitat 
Homeowners

Pictured: New Habitat Homeowners Taalib, Willy and Zakansyel
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Additionally, this year we are working on two rehab 
projects and our first Aging in Place home. 

“I’m most excited to have insulation in the house.  
I was always so cold before,” a very grateful 
Vincent says. “And the handicap shower and 
ramp. And all the people who have put in time.” 

Not only will we be continuing work on our Lawrence 
project, but we will also be working on four homes 
in Salisbury and breaking ground on a 10-home 
development in Hamilton.

As you can see its always busy here at Habitat!  And 
our homeowners are so grateful for your support.

Progress Report

In the last year, nine families have moved into their 
new homes. Amarylis, Michel, Juana, Lucy, Kim, Au-
drey, Willy, Jessica and Becky and Franny and their 
families all acheived their dream of homeownership.  
We are ecstatic that these deserving families now 
have a place to call their own.

Homeowner Lucy, who is the first in her family 
to own a home, explains, “I feel much safer living 
in a first floor where, if anything should happen, 
I can get out with Xavier fast,” about her new 
fully accessible home for her son, who uses a 
wheelchair.

Dear Friend of Habitat, 

As we emerge from the semi-isolation 
of another pandemic winter, it is time 
to celebrate all that has been accom-
plished in the past year. First, nine 
families have achieved their dream of 
home ownership this year. Second, we 
have launched an ambitious Critical 
Home Repair/Aging in Place program. 
And finally, we have eighteen more 
homes permitted or currently under 
construction. We have ambitious goals to meet the critical 
housing needs in our region. 

Perhaps most importantly, though, is the way in which we 
accomplish these goals. In a world that seems increasingly 
divisive, Habitat is focused on bringing people together. This 
spirit of partnership — congregations and corporations, retired 
volunteers and Habitat Young Professionals, local government 
and individual volunteers, funders and future homeowners — 
can bring us together. In a world of isolation, Habitat relies on 
the spirit of partnership, each contributing to our goal as they 
are able, to create solutions. 

I invite you to learn more about our work, and partner with us in 
creating a future that benefits us all. 

Kindly, 

From our Executive Director
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Amarylis, Michel, Juana and Lucy in Andover
Kim and Audrey in Wenham
Willy, Jessica, Becky/Franny in Salisbury
Vincent in Lynn
Linda and 1 new family* in Peabody
2 new families* in Lawrence
Misty, Francois/Alice, Maribel and 1 new family* 
in Salisbury
10 new families* in Hamilton

* Lotteries for homeowners to be held 
   this spring.
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Salisbury Home Dedication Held

On March 23, we welcomed three families to their new Habitat 
Homes in a Home Dedication ceremony in Salisbury. You may 
recall their stories:  Willy and his two children who were con-
stantly worried about the landlord ending their lease, Becky and 
Franny and their grand-nephew who struggled to afford their 
rent, and Jessica and her four 
kids who have previously expe-
rienced homelessness.  They 
can now all relax and get com-
fortable in their own homes.   

As Willy exclaimed, “It’s the 
greatest feeling in the world!”

Speakers included Ronalee 
Ray-Parrot from the Salisbury 
Affordable Housing Trust and 
Select Board, who, as a parent, 
was moved by these children 
now having the simplest of 
things, such as a bus stop.

“I’m living in the pot of gold at 
the end of the journey,” home-
owner Jessica said joyfully. 

After families received a housewarming blessing and gift, Board President Richard Sumberg closed out 
the celebration by thanking volunteers for their hard work and dedication and making all of this possible. 

He also stated ,“The families we help are tremendous people. They’re hard working and they just need a 
hand up – not a handout. Just a little help to own their own homes – which is the American dream.”

Welcome home, families, welcome home...

Progress cont’d

Map of Essex 
County showing 
towns of each 
property/family

# of 
Families Name and Town
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every
volunteer

Join Habitat Young Professionals

Are you a young professional 
who would like to create change 
in your community? When you 
join HYP, you’ll help to increase 
awareness of the need for 
affordable housing in Essex 

County, raise funds to help us deliver on our 
mission, and build a strong sense of community 
through our various events. Join as a member to 
experience build days, volunteer at a ReStore and 
attend networking events, or become part of the 
leadership team to help plan the yearly events and 
increase membership. 

To register, visit: www.essexcountyhabitat.org/
hyp-registration/ or contact volunteer@essexcounty
habitat.org for more information.

Volunteer today!

Are you looking to give back and interested in learn-
ing more about current volunteer opportunities?

Volunteers are essential to our mission, so if you’d 
like to help, please register at www.essexcounty
habitat.org/volunteer-registration/ or contact 
Volunteer Coordinator Martha Lahti at volunteer@
essexcountyhabitat.org or at 978-681-8858 x 3 for 
more information.

Women Build fun

The International Women Build Week went off with-
out a hitch in March. Both the Lawrence and Peabody 
build sites hosted two Women Build days with 15 
women (some pictured above) who helped paint, 
sand, frame walls, and put in a staircase. 

If you missed out this spring, we will again be hosting 
a Women Build Week this fall, so keep an eye on our 
e-newsletters and social media for when registration 
opens.

You can also support Women 
Build by purchasing a Nailed It! 
T-shirt or hoodie through our 
online apparel store.  A portion of 
each purchase will support our 
mission. To order visit:
www.bonfire.com/store/essex-
county-habitat/ 

Our volunteers get the job done 

We would like to take this opportunity to give an 
extra-special thank you to our “regulars,” a group of 
over 100 incredibly dedicated volunteers who work 
diligently at their assigned build site or ReStore 
each week. 

“My favorite part about working with Habitat is being 
able to work and hang out with everyone on the job 
site and make new friends,” says Thomas, who has 
been a volunteer with Habitat for seven years (on left).

These folks, a few of whom are pictured above, are 
an integral part of our work and how we pay for and 
get the homes built so affordably.  Without them, 
nine families would still be waiting to become home-
owners.
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Make a planned gift today to 
support families into the future

Jeff Perrone, who passed away 
in June of 2020, was a great 
friend and supporter of the 
work we do to help local families 
become homeowners. Not 
only was he a Board Member, 
but he led a team of his co-
workers at build sites here and 
went to Romania in 2019 to 
help build 10 homes there.  

He supported the mission with his time, his talent, 
and very generously with his treasure. His bequest 
to the Essex County Habitat for Humanity Endow-
ment will provide eternal financial support for families.

If you too would like to make a planned gift, please 
contact Heather Johnston, Director of Charitable 
Giving, at heather@essexcountyhabitat.org or 978-
681-8858.

every
gift

Join our community of monthly donors who are 
“Building Hope” that one day everyone will have an 
affordable and decent place to call home. When 
you join, your automatic monthly recurring gift will 
provide hope for local families in search of a place 
to call home. 

To join, please visit: www.essexcountyhabitat.org/
financial-donations/

Join the

building 
hope

MONTHLY GIVING CLUB

1. Call 1-877-277-4344 (or start the process online 
at www.carsforhomes.org).
2. Arrange towing.
3. Receive your tax receipt!
Donating a vehicle to Habitat’s Cars for Homes 
program helps us build more homes for families in 
need. Even if your car isn’t running, it can help families 
right here in your community!

Cars for Homes

Save the date
Building Dreams GalaBuilding Dreams Gala
Thursday, September 29, 2022

6:00pm
At Glen Magna Farms

Danvers, MA
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every
voice

47%

of renters are cost 
burdened

in MA

30%

“cost burdened” 
means spending 

more than

of income on 
housing

36.24/hr
$

($75,379/yr) 
is the wage needed to afford fair 
market rent for a 2BR apartment

14.25/hr
$

is the minimum 
wage in MA

109,984/yr
$

is the income needed to purchase 
a median-value home in MA

49,100/yr
$

is the median income of a 
MA renter

Cost of Home in Massachusetts

Habitat for Humanity knows that safe, decent and affordable 
shelter plays a critical role in helping families create lives filled 
with possibility and progress. Caught in cycles of unpredictable 
rent increases, overcrowded conditions, or lack of access to 
land and affordable housing, many families live with a constant 
burden of uncertainty, stress and fear. Habitat for Humanity 
serves as a voice for people in need of decent housing.

2021 State of Home Affordability in Massachusetts, Habitat for Humanity

Cost of Home is a five-year advocacy campaign through which local Habitat organizations, partners, 
volunteers and community members in more than 300 communities nationwide are working to increase 
housing affordability for 10 million people. If you would like to help advocate for affordable homeownership 
in Essex County, please email marketing@essexcountyhabitat.org



Essex County Habitat for Humanity ©2022 7

every
program

Volunteer Donate Shop
volunteers are our foundation Your donation builds hope & homesYour donation builds hope & homes Shop at or donate to our ReStores

Join our sales alert/special offer mailing list at: https://www.essexcountyhabitat.org/news/. 
Follow us at facebook.com/habitatrestorepeabody and facebook.com/habitatrestore
lawrence. Share and like our posts! 

The stores that help build homes

Every donation to and/or purchase from a 
ReStore directly supports our mission of building 
strength, stability, and self-reliance through shelter 

by providing the funds 
needed to build each 
home. When these funds 
are combined with the 
hard work of volunteers 
who allow us to save on 
labor costs, as well as the 
generosity of those in our 
community, we are able to 

to build affordable homes for families in need.

We thank each and every one of you who volunteer, 
donate and shop at our ReStores!

Browse 24/7

Did you know you can 
browse the ReStore 
merchandise from the 
comfort of your own 
home? Visit www.essex
countyhabitat.org/
habitat-restore-peabody/ 
or www.essexcountyhabitat.org/habitat-restore-
lawrence/ now to find your next perfect piece!

Aging in Place

Safe at home is something we should all feel, 
regardless of our age or income. However, 
more and more of our community members 
are growing older and are not able to afford 
repairs to their homes.  Needed repairs would 
allow them to safely age in place and continue to be a part of 
the community they have come to know and consider home. 

 Through our Aging in Place (AIP) program, Essex County Habitat for Humanity partners with families, commu-
nities, and local organizations to foster safe, livable homes and to improve the quality of life for older adults. 

Currently, we are working on a house in Lynn that will give Vincent, a disabled Vietnam veteran, a safe and 
accessible place to continue to live, and we are looking forward to beginning many more Aging in Place 
projects in the near future.

Stay up to date
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Join us on May 31 at the Ferncroft County 
Club to Golf Fore Homes.  Limited golfing and 
sponsorship opportunities are still available for 
what is sure to be an exciting and entertaining 
day of sinking putts and supporting our mission 
of building strength, stability and self-reliance 
through shelter.

With a shotgun start at 1:00pm, you’ll spend 
the afternoon hitting ’em long and straight (we 
hope) with your foursome, then gathering at 
the clubhouse to learn more about what we do 
and sharing some laughs with friends new and 
old. 

Visit: www/essexcountyhabitat.org/golf-fore-
homes/ to register or contact Heather Johnston, 
Director of Charitable Giving, at 978-681-8858 
or heather@essexcountyhabitat.org

14 Park Street | Danvers, MA 01923

every
community
deserves decent, affordable housing

2022

GOLF FORE HOMESGOLF FORE HOMES

presents

Register now for Golf Fore Homes golf tournament

Tuesday, May 31
1:00pm start

Ferncroft Country Club, Middleton

Follow us on Social Media


