
Measuring  
Habitat for Humanity’s 
Impact
One of the frequent questions asked 
by people interested in volunteering 
or making a financial commitment 
to programs focusing on 
homeownership is about the impact 
it has on individuals, families, and 
communities. Very little can compare 
with the smiles on the faces of new 
Habitat homeowners and the joy 
they experience when they receive 
the keys to their new homes. But 
once families settle in their homes 
and their immediate elation wears 
off what are some of the social and 
economic benefits they can expect 
long-term? 

ViewsfromthePorch

Continued on inside

We build strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter



Dear Neighbors, Friends, and Supporters:
I am privileged to be writing you once again to thank all of you 
who have contributed your time, talent, and treasure to the 
on-going success of Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity. It 
was another rewarding year for our affiliate and for the families 
we helped realize the dream of affordable homeownership. In 
this issue of Views from the Porch, you will read about some of 
our accomplishments and about how MVHH continues to foster 
strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter for Merrimack 
Valley first-time homeowners.

Nothing is more gratifying to me, my fellow Board members, our 
staff, and our many volunteers as when MVHH is able to celebrate 
the completion of new homes. On a rainy day in June we did just 
that when we dedicated our Veterans Build in Lawrence. The 
weather did not dampen the spirits of the many local dignitaries, 
volunteers, donors, Board members, and staff who were there 
to dedicate the new homes of the Maldonado and Velazquez 
families. The build on Phillips Street took just under two years 
to finish and throughout the process we worked hand-in-hand 
with the families and veterans groups in what proved to be an 
exceptional experience.

Family selection is well underway for four new homes on Lupine 
Road in Andover and we anticipate that one of them will also 
house a veteran family. This will be the first time MVHH has built 
in that community and we are partnering on the project with 
Andover Community Trust, which will build two of the six homes. 
Over the summer our two organizations purchased the land from 
South Church in Andover and we have already begun construction 
at the site. 

Another new community where we plan to build up to seven 
homes in the next few years is Salisbury. Construction on the 
first three of the homes also started recently. The Salisbury 
build presents an opportunity for the affiliate to engage new 
businesses, faith communities and individuals on this exciting 
project. To help jump-start the build, we successfully recruited 10 
AmeriCorps NCCC volunteers who will be joining us for an entire 
month in late Fall.

In addition to our builds in the Merrimack Valley, a group 
of volunteers, Board members, and staff participated in an 
international build in the Dominican Republic, where the need for 
affordable housing is acute. For just over a week in March, we 
worked in collaboration with the local Habitat affiliate to assist 
families with needed repairs and upgrades to their homes in San 
Juan de la Maguana. It was such a meaningful way of extending 
our affiliate’s engagement abroad that we are planning another 
international build in the near future.

I want to conclude by thanking all of you—our neighbors, 
friends, and supporters—for your commitment to making our 
Merrimack Valley affiliate so successful. We certainly could 
not have accomplished all we did this past year without your 
generous financial contributions, in-kind donations, and countless 
hours of volunteering as we continue to help deserving families 
by providing them with an opportunity to fulfill their dreams of 
affordable homeownership.

Sincerely,

Dick Sumberg 
President, Board of Directors

Most of the studies reviewed were conducted by other Habitat for Humanity 

affiliates and were largely based on family partner surveys. Foremost among them 

was research carried out by Habitat Canada, Habitat of Minnesota, and Habitat 

for Humanity New York City. Almost universally, the surveys focused on common 

areas such as education, health, safety, economic well-being, and community 

engagement as the results clearly reaffirmed the Habitat for Humanity mission. 

In New York, for example, children of homeowners were 25% more likely to 

complete high school and 116% more likely to graduate from college than were 

renters. In the Habitat Minnesota survey, 83% of the respondents felt their children 

were safer after moving to a Habitat home. The Canadian study noted equally 

positive results across the board when 86% of those surveyed reported being 

happier than when they were renting, as well as feeling healthier, financially better 

off, and being more civic minded.

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity has plenty of anecdotal evidence supporting 

the benefits of affordable homeownership for its family partners. The classic 

example is that of Sara Saldana who, at the time of her application for a Habitat 

home, had part-time employment and did not have enough money to pay for a 

market rate mortgage. She believes the Habitat program, “helped me economically 

and to be more positive in life and create stability.” Sara and her seven children 

became a Habitat Family in 1990, held a 20 year note, and happily paid it off in 

2010. She added, “I feel so happy, it is like when you win the lottery!” Sara is 

one of 18 Habitat homeowners who have completely paid off their mortgages. 

Both she and her children benefited from the opportunity provided by affordable 

homeownership.

In addition to individual benefits, neighborhoods and communities also experience 

positive outcomes from embracing and investing in affordable housing. In a 2016 

Forbes article, “Why Homeownership Matters,” a “multiplier effect” is cited as 

bringing additional money to the local economy through shopping and eating 

out, not to mention adding more tax revenues to community coffers. In a broader 

sense, the Canadian study indicated that for every $1 spent on affordable housing, 

there is a comparable $4 social benefit. The cost-benefit analysis conducted for 

the Minnesota report suggests that the 2,200 MN homeowners were likely using 

between $6.4M and $9.3M less in government assistance programs annually. 

Equal detail on ROI was provided in a study by the McLean County, IL Habitat 

affiliate, which noted that, between 2005 and 2015, the 66 homes built at a cost of 

$9.9M resulted in $14.6 in local economic activity.

Both the Canadian and Illinois studies provide templates that can be used by 

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity to further assess the ROI to the region 

by investing in affordable housing. Both qualitative and quantitative information 

in these studies point to the value of bringing additional affordable housing to 

communities and underscore the importance of providing families with strength, 
stability, and self-reliance through shelter.

*Research arranged by Ella Fogel, 2018

We explored different 
studies outlining both the 
benefits associated with 
homeownership as well as 
the return on investment 
(ROI) tied to supporting 
affordable homeownership 
projects as they relate to 
both individual families 
and communities where 
affordable homes are built, 
like those we are currently 
undertaking in Lawrence, 
Salisbury, and Andover. 
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hero
Veterans become homeowners

In spite of the weather, there were smiles at the June dedication 

of two new homes. Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity’s first-

ever Veteran Build in Lawrence was completed in just under two 

years. Home supporters included many local corporations, the 

Veterans Northeast Outreach Center (VNOC), and local Lawrence 

veteran’s organizations and individuals.

“Many of these donors have been long-time supporters of MVHH, 

and thanks to their commitment and generosity we were able 

to make the dream of affordable homeownership a reality for 

two deserving veteran families,” said Randy Larson, Executive 

Director of MVHH. 

Two veterans, who honorably served, worked side-by-side 

with volunteers. Like all Habitat homeowners, these families 

contributed a minimum of 360 hours of “sweat equity” working 

on the construction of their home and the homes of others. These 

three-bedroom, one and one-half-bathroom homes were made 

possible by generous sponsors, donated materials and over 500 

volunteers contributing 13,000 volunteer hours. 

Veterans Joseph Maldonado and Isodoro Velazquez now reside at 

Phillips Street in Lawrence and are brand new homeowners.

 

Thank you everyone at Habitat and everyone that was involved 
from day one. Thank you so much for getting our family our 
dream home. Our family thanks everyone for their hard work 
and donations. Thanks to Habitat, our child enjoys his privacy 
and is so happy in our new home. May God bless all you do for 
so many families.
Thank you!
Ordaliza Gomez & Isidoro Velazquez

Joseph Maldonado served 25 years in the U.S. Army National Guard – 
spending 10 years in a port construction unit, and completing his tenure 
after another 15 years with the combat engineers. Joseph, with his wife 
Diana, have two small boys who will be able to attend schools, just blocks 
away from their own backyard.

Isidoro Velazquez is a veteran of the 
Vietnam War who moved from Puerto Rico to 
Massachusetts. Isodoro, with his wife Ordaliza, 
have a grown son, who is autistic. 

Thank You!

Measuring Habitat for Humanity’s Impact, continued 
from page 1.



every
family

“Esther is a hard working person, responsible and a considerate 
individual. I would recommend Esther in a heartbeat in any 
matter.”

Esther Castillo a single mother with two children – a girl and a 
boy. After her landlord took over her apartment, Esther and her 
kids moved into a friend’s apartment and currently live together 
in one bedroom – all in order to save money for a home.

Despite some difficulties in her life she is a nurturing mother for 
her children and looking to give her children better lives and a 
nice place to live. 

Esther felt blessed when she received the call from Habitat. 
Finally, she will have the opportunity to buy a home and to gain 
independence for her and her children. 

She is already imagining how the house will look when she can 
finally move in. She will be able to create and maintain the warm 
and supportive family she sees as critical to the success of her 
children.

No matter who we are or where we come from, we all deserve a decent place to live.
Since our founding in 1985, Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity has helped close to 100 families secure a home. We bring people 
together to build homes, communities and hope.

This year, two new families are partnering with Habitat for Humanity. The future homeowners of our Franklin St. duplex home will be Henri 
Tshimbalanga and his wife Annie and Esther Castillo.

When their homes are completed, these two families will leave behind too-crowded, too-expensive, too-unsafe apartments and move into 
homes they helped build. Homes that will serve as foundations for strength, stability and self-reliance.

Through shelter, we empower.

“I can attest to Henri’s strength of character and work ethic. 
He has proved to be reliable, hard-working and a determined 
individual. He consistently goes above and beyond …”

Henri Tshimbalanga’s family are originally from the Congo. 
Four years ago, Henri, with his wife and six children – four boys 
and two girls – left the Congo due to the dangerous situation and 
because the future was not looking bright. They arrived in the 
U.S. speaking only French but within a short period, they learned 
English and adapted well to their new country.

Since their arrival, they have been living in sub-standard 
housing.

Henri’s dream is to give his wife and children a comfortable, 
safe, and a decent place to live.

Henri was so happy when he was selected to partner with 
Habitat and to have a chance to become a homeowner. He cried 
and thanked God and Habitat for the opportunity. 
He still cannot believe that he is actually building his own house. 
He and his family put in their sweat equity hours on Thursdays 
and Saturdays, building alongside volunteers.

“He approaches all that he does with a joyful heart,” and feels 
blessed to see Habitat volunteers working so hard to help his 
family fulfill their dream.

The family are already planning to have cookouts and invite 
friends and family to share the joy of the new house.

 

To strengthen a community,  
start with one family.

every
volunteer Our volunteers come from our community—retired individuals, students, 

and local business groups make up the core of the much-needed, consistent 
volunteer corps. 

1100+ volunteers of all ages and backgrounds who each year bring their 
energy and enthusiasm to Habitat for Humanity construction sites, ReStore or 
serve in other ways.

Without the “power of volunteers” we would not be able to achieve the MVHH 
vision where everyone has a decent place to live. Thank you. 

Volunteer with us. volunteer@merrimackvalleyhabitat.org

The Power of Volunteers

There are many reasons I volunteer, but 
the biggest reason is to witness the 
impact on our Habitat families. What 
touches my heart the greatest is watching 
a family get the keys to their home – and 
then many years later realizing the impact 
homeownership has had on stabilizing 
their lives.” –Tom B., 15 years volunteering with MVHH
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$725,310.44*
value of total 
volunteer hours

total volunteer 
hours

1108total unique 
volunteers

30,046

ReStore Continues its Success
The ReStore is a wonderful combination of a garage sale, a building supply store, and the Brimfield Flea 
Market. We are unique and offer distinctive products and services.

Many visitors to the ReStore come to find “hidden treasures” and we provide 
local residents and small contractors with building materials, furniture and 
household goods at great prices.

The reuse of the donated materials allows our customers to save money while 
shopping for great items and diverts reusable materials from our landfills. 

The ReStore is a vital component to the success of MVHH by providing added 
revenue to achieve the mission of affordable housing in the 22 communities 
that we serve. 

Shop – Donate – Volunteer!

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity ReStore. 647 Andover Street, Lawrence, MA 978-686-3323  

Construction Build 
Thursday crew

Three generations 
of the Baird family 
volunteering for 
National Women 
Build 2018

n $721,912.00 Gross sales

n 1307 ReStore donors

n  469 tons diverted  
from landfill

n  22,740 Transactions 

n  $32.00 Average sale 

n  Furniture, Appliances: top 
2 best-selling departments

n  Saturday at noon: most 
popular time to shop

Schneider Electric volunteer team at our Franklin Street project



Hearth Artisan 
$25,000+
 City of Lawrence
 Abbot and Dorothy H. Stevens   
 Foundation
 Nathaniel and Elizabeth Stevens  
  Foundation
@ Watts Water Technologies, Inc.

Foundation Crew 
$10,000-$24,999
@ Bank of America Charitable  
  Foundation
 Habitat for Humanity International
@ George and Carolyn Koehler
@ Bruce and Mary Letwin
@ New Balance Foundation
@ Jeff Perrone
 Rogers Family Foundation
@ Schneider Electric North America  
  Foundation
@ Richard and Lolli Sumberg

Circle of Hope 
$5,000-$9,999
@ 3M Foundation
@ Automated Data Processing, Inc.
@ Charles River Laboratories, Inc.
@ Lowe’s
@ Timothy and Patti MacPhee
@ MetLife Foundation
 Josephine G. Russell Trust
 Lesley Sklar
@ John and Elizabeth Olsen Waters

Cornerstone Club 
$2,500-$4,999
@ John and Nancy Bartlett
 John and Jodi Curtin
 Demoulas Foundation
@ EDM Performance Materials
 Ian Fitch
@ Scott Gilmour
@ Alan and Cathy Greene
 Havurat Shalom
@ Stephen and Susan Howell
 Institution for Savings
 Jackson Lumber & Millwork
@ Stuart and Cindy Johnson
@ Tom and Susan Knight
@ Lafarge North America, Inc.
 Nathan and Leslie Levenson
 Mass Save Residential New  
  Construction Program
 Pennies for Poverty 2 Cents  
  4 Change, Inc.
@ Kevin and Naomi Prendergast
@ The Church of Our Redeemer
 Artemas W. Stearns Trust
@ Worldcom Exchange, Inc.
@ Stephen Zamierowski

Roof Raisers 
$1,000-$2,499
 David and Janet Aldrich
 The Allyn Foundation, Inc.
@ Nathan Rome and Bonnie Alpert
 Andover Community Trust
 Anonymous
 Elizabeth Armstrong
@ Eric and Ellen Arvidson
@ Charles, Marian, and  
  Katherine Bicking
@ George and Margot Bixby
@ Betsie and Rob Bramhal
 Dianne Brand
@ Brooks School
@ Century 21 McLennan & Company
 Greg and Merril Chin
@ Nicole Conaton
 Paul and Gail Conway
@ James Diorio
 Christine Dwyer
 Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
@ Sarah Ebaugh
 Electronic Fasteners, Inc
 Enterprise Bank
@ First Congregational Church  
  in Winchester
 James Foley
 Foster Sullivan Insurance Group
 Robert and Jeanne Gable
@ Great-West Financial
@ Amie and Kurt Hellauer
 Edith and Ken Hetling
 Highland Street Foundation
 Lawrence and Kristen Hunter
 Jessica Keber
 Michael and Amy Kumph
@ Ron Kutrieb
 Randy and Janet Larson
 Brian and Mitzi Lawlor
 Liberty Mutual Foundation 
 Ann S. Lindsay
 Gary and Karen Martin
@ Marty and Kathleen Mason
@ Matthew and Anne McLennan
 Robert and Anne Miller
 Eric and Kimi Muller
@ William O’Halloran
 Oedel Foundation
@ Walter C. Ogier
 Douglas and Jill Ogino
@ Onepath, Inc.
@ Parish of Christ Church
@ Parish of the Epiphany
@ Gerry Pouliot and Susan Siegel
@ Mary Pritchard
 Philip and Patricia Quinn, Jr.
@ Lydia Richardson
 John and Ann Riley
@ South Church in Andover
@ Mark Spencer
@ Susan Garth Stott
 Valerie Swett
@ Jessica and Michael Tomlinson
@ Arthur Tucker

@ Union Congregational Church  
  of North Reading
@ Dana Walsh
 Steven Whitney
 Anne Young

Community Builders 
$250-$999
@ Thomas Abbott
 Chris and Debbie Andrews
 Atkinson Congregational Church
@ Tom Baird
 John and Maria Bartlett
@ Sandy and Frances Bolway
 Breakaway Triathlon & Cycling LLC
 Andrew and Jolene Buttress
 Lawrence Ardito and Linda Carpenter
 Joseph Cassidy
@ Tina Chhabra
 Fred C. Church Insurance
 Robert Colburn
 Combined Jewish Philanthropies
 Charles and Nina Comtois
 Ron and Carolyn Dann
 Kathleen Desilets
 Julie Dunn
 Michael and Jennifer Dupill
 George and Patricia Edmonds
 Daniel W. English
@ Barry and Amy Finegold
 The GE Foundation
 Frederick and Connie Glore
 Bruce and Rechelle Gordon
 Groveland Congregational Church
 Brooke and Eric Guthrie
 Andrea and Carlos Haddad
 Lauren Hajjar
 Lewis and Barbara Harrold
 William and Diane Hastings
@ Peter Hickey
 Stephen and Anne Hinds
@ Ellen Prokopow and  
  Zane Hollingsworth
@ Tim Holt
 David and Kate Jagger
 Mike Koehler
 Dan Koehler
 Marcus and Laura Laich
 Paul Lambert
 Catherine and Jean-Pierre Lanteri
 Adam Lawrence
 Robert and Frances Ludwig
 Bruce and Edith Machado
 John and Louise MacMillan
 Daniel Maier
 Philip and Susan Malloy
@ Howard Mandeville
@ Cindy Schatz and Kevin Maschhoff
 Francis and Joan McCarthy
 Patrick McCoy
 Jeffrey McHarg and  
  Elaine Dors McHarg
 Sue McKittrick and Joe Carper
 Joshua Miner and Mary Braaten Miner
 Douglas and Pamela Mitchell

 

 Moderna Therapeutics
 Adam Moehring
 Vincent Paolino
 Jim and Ann Paull
 People’s United Bank
 Pete and Theresa Peterson
@ Phillips Academy
 Stacey Pizzano
 Douglas Edison and Pamela Price
 Quaker Hill Foundation
 RCNA1 PLLC
 Rickenbacker Resources
 Robert Roetger
@ Glenn and Jennifer Rogers
 Christine and Donald Rothman
 Denise and Tom Russell
@ William Saunders
 Ryan and Kara Secan
 James A. and Thrya A. Sherman
 Michael Simmons
 Karen Sturges
 Kate Sumberg
@ Elizabeth Sweeney
@ Sharon and Lisa Tamagna
 Ellen Terry
@ Kenneth and Marcie Theriault
 Roger and Marilyn Twomey
@ Edward and Joannie Warnshuis
 Chellenne Valdez
@ Wellesley Hills Congregational Church
 West Parish Church, UCC of Andover
 Stephen and Noreen Wight, Esq.
 YourCause LLC

Friends and Framers 
$100-$249
 AAF Charitable Foundation
@ Susannah & Rob Abbott
 Thomas and Lucy Abisalih
 Joe and Kim Amoroso
 Benedict & Clarice Andreozzi
 Stephen W. Andrews
@ Thomas Baird, Sr. and Joan Baird
 James H. and Barbara G. Barnes
 Robert and Sandra Barnett
 David and Elizabeth Basile
@ Douglas and Lorene Beach
 Robert and Claire Belanger
 Catherine Bilotta
@ Page and Jennifer Bouchard
 John and Wilma Breiland
 David and Brenda Bryan
 Justin Cann
 Richard and Theresa Carey
 Christian Fellowship Church  
  of the Merrimack Valley
 Lillian Clark
 Charles and Margaret Crockett
@ Ed Czeck
 Mary Ellen Dahlstrand
 Deborah and Jack Dalton
 Leonard and Carla Degnan
 Daniel and Susan Dennett
 Susan M. Donahue
 David and Jennifer C Duest
 Alfred Warren and Bonnie Dulude
 Kevin and Tiffany Elwood
 Gail S. Ensdorf
 George and Carolyn Fantini, Jr.
 Cheryl Rothstein and Richard Fink
 Carol Fischer
 Alexander and Margaret Fleming
@ Forest Street Union Church
 Alan French
 Paul and Marilyn Gigliotti
 Barbara Gorham
 Mark and Janet Gottesman
 Frederick and Theodora Greene
@ Mark, Virginia, and David Grossman
 Christopher and Sloane Gugger
 Michael D. and Debra S. Hagan
 Richard and Michael Homewood
 Marlene P. Hoyt
 Rob and Kimberly Jones
 Belinda Juran

 

 Krishna Kandarpa
 Emily King
 Jerry Klima
 Andrew Knowland
 Pamela Konish
 David and Louise Kress, Jr.
 David and Susan Krzysko
 Jon and Saralyn Kurland
 Larry and Karen M. Kushner
 LaPlume & Sons Printing, Inc.
@ Richard Leber
@ David Lee
 Janet Lees
 Lawrence General Hospital
 Randal and Cynthia Lilly
 James Lyman and Mary Kelvie Lyman
 Paul MacKay
 Marian Manning
@ Guillermina Martinez
 Andrew McKinley
@ Kevin and Karen Merli
 Matthew and Kristin Merli
 Steve Cheatham and  
  Ruth Morgenstein
 Kevin Murphy Builders
 Richard and Mary Ann Nawrocki
 Joseph and Patricia Neilson
 Network for Good
 Glennon and Margaret O’Grady
 Earl S. Olrich, II
 Joan O’Sullivan
 John Pallone
 Dawn Pantano
 Dr. Steven Paskal
 Edward Harney Jr. and  
  Sheila Pendleton
 Martha Planton
 Elizabeth Poland
 Kenneth and Judith Proctor
@ Gerald and Arden Reynolds
 Norman and Susan Rice
@ Robert Richmond
@ Don Roberts
 Michael and Joan Rossi
@ Robert and Agnes Rousseau
 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  
  of North Andover
@ Robert Schreiber and  
  Laurie Cox Schreiber
 N. Louis and Amanda Shipley
 Frederick and Marjorie Snell
 Will Soucy
 Amy Sterling
 Nancy and Linda Stockwell
 John and Ellen Sullivan
 David and Beverly Therkelsen
 Joseph Trombly
@ David and Ellen VanArsdale
 David and Christine Wayman
 Gloria and Hanson Webster
 Susan Woodhouse

Our Exceptional  
In-Kind Donors
 Anton Becker
 Attorney Richard Byers
 Charlotte Pipe and Foundry
 Dalton & Finegold, LLP
 Dow Chemical Company
 Jackson Lumber & Millwork
 Keegan Werlin, LLP
 Milwaukee Tools
 The Appraisers Group
 Simpson Strong-Tie
 Peter Smith
 Soucy Industries, Inc.
 SquareD/Schneider Electric
 VHB, Inc.
 Watts Water Technologies, Inc.
 Whirlpool Corporation
 Woodman Associates Architects

Our Many Generous  
In-Kind Donors
 Addison Gallery
 Alfalfa Farm
 Andover Inn
 Andolinis Restaurant
 Andover Classic Wines
 Andover Country Club
@ Tom Baird
@ Betsie and Rob Bramhall
 Breakaway Triathlon and  
  Sharon Johnson
@ David and Brenda Bryan
@ Dave Buco
 Burtons Grill
 Café Azteca
 Casa Blanca
 Casa de Manana Costa Rica
 Claddagh Pub
 Crave Restaurant
 Danny Chang
 Ian M. Fitch
@ John and Elizabeth Olsen Waters
 Emily O’Brien Photography
 Haverhill Country Club
 Horeshoe Grille
 I.B.E.W. 103 
 Indian Ridge Country Club  
  and Tim MacPhee
@ Stuart and Cindy Johnson
@ George and Carolyn Koehler
 Amy Kumpf
@ Sonia Kwon
 Jay Soroko
 Kaleidoscope and Janis Baron
 Koy Asian Fusion
@ Ron Kutrieb
 McAloon’s Liquors
@ Timothy MacPhee
@ Matt McLennan
 Merriam Vineyards
 Moore Staffing Services
@ MVHH Board of Directors
@ MVHH Gala Committee
 Oak & Iron Brewing Co.
 Palmers Restaurant & Tavern
@ Jeff Perrone
 The Poynt Restaurant
 Posh Lash
 Quiet Pleasures Jewelry
 Renaissance Golf Club
@ Leslie Rosas
 Salon Forza
 Sea Level Oyster Bar
 Serenitee Group
@ Dick and Lolli Sumberg
 The Clubhouse
 The Deck Restaurant
 The Island Queen and Todd Bidwell
 The Switchboard
@ Jessica and Michael Tomlinson
 Keith and Al Toney
 Town Livery & Kervin Valdez
 Tuscan Kitchen & Joe Faro
 Vasa Restaurant
 Vesper Country Club and  
  Steve Bourret
 VIP Auto
@ Watts Water Technologies
 West Row Cafe
 Wheelhouse Cycling Studio
 White Wren Pottery
 Wine-Sense
 Winchester Country Club  
  and Jeff Perrone
 Woodland Golf Club and  
  Robert Buckley
 Brad Yount
 Yella Mediterranean Grille

Our Most Generous ReStore  
In-Kind Contributors
 ACE Property Solutions , LLC
 Andover Equity Builders
 Andover Historical Society
 Armco Flooring, Inc
 Cote & Foster
 Draeger Medical
 Estate Organizing Specialists
 Fixtures Etc. Kitchen and Bath
 Georgetown Insurance Agency, Inc
 Holiday Inn
 Howell Custom Building Group
 LAER Realty Partners
 Lombardo Building
 NE Dermatology
 Northern Associates
 Nova Home Builders
 Phelan Construction
 Premier Builders Inc
 Red Sky
 RJP Construction
 Screen Gems Productions Inc
 SEQS LLC
 The Dutiful Daughter
 The Farland Group
 Trashcan Willys
 Veterans Property Management
 VFW Post 8349
 WhyNotLeaseIt LLC
 Wilson Kelsey Design
 Yankee Pine

every
gift

You make the life-changing work we do possible. The 
following reflects gifts received between July 1, 2017 
and June 30, 2018. We sincerely thank every individual 
and organization listed here for their generosity and 
commitment to helping deserving families buy decent, 
affordable homes. 

@  Contributed volunteer hours to our affiliate.

We have made every effort to verify the accuracy of this list of our contributors, but if your name is 
missing, has been listed incorrectly, or should appear differently in the future, please contact Chellenne 
Valdez, Business Manager, at 978-681-8858 or chellenne@merrimackvalleyhabitat.org.

“Habitat for Humanity is a 

wonderful organization. It not 

only helps many deserving 

families achieve home 

ownership, but also improves 

the local neighborhood. I 

appreciate the “hand up, not 

hand out” philosophy and that 

there are tangible results that 

are easy to see. The Merrimack 

Valley branch in particular has 

had a very impressive track 

record with nearly 100 houses 

built or refurbished, each one 

of which has made a significant 

difference in the lives of a 

family. We support Habitat, and 

that includes my son who has 

initiated several fund-raising 

activities. As he recently turned 

16, we look forward to also 

participating in building events 

over the next year.”

- Mark G., MVHH donor

Building Dreams Celebration
Save the Date: May 18, 2019
Stevens Estate



c2018  Writing: Steve Cheatham, Sonia Kuenzig, Bob Roetger | Graphic Design: Elwell Communications | Photography: Sonia Kuenzig, Bruce Letwin 

60 Island Street, 2nd Floor East  
Lawrence, MA 01840 

Learn more about us at www.MerrimackValleyHabitat.org

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity has built primarily in the 
towns of Lawrence, Methuen and Haverhill, but there is critical 
need for affordable housing across the Merrimack Valley and 
Essex County, where MVHH serves our 22 communities.

We are building in Salisbury and Andover, MA. MVHH broke 
ground at 22 Old County Road in Salisbury and will build seven 
homes. And along with our build partner, Andover Community 
Trust, we broke ground at 8 Lupine Road in Andover and will 
build six homes.

With those upcoming builds, we are extending a hand-up to those in need of decent and 
affordable shelter. And with decent shelter families can thrive and create a better life for 
themselves.

Families in need of affordable housing live everywhere.

Traveling beyond the Merrimack Valley, a group of volunteers, board members and staff 
embarked on an international build in the Dominican Republic in the Spring of 2018 and 
spent just over a week in San Juan de la Maguana.

They mastered the local construction methods by installing cement floors and fabricating 
cement wall panels. 

every 
community

Left: Fabricating cement panels. MVHH board members 
Bruce Letwin and Kevin Prendergast and volunteer Sarah 
Ebaugh from VHB. Cement-based construction methods are 
prevalent in the Caribbean islands.

Right: MVHH volunteers, board members and staff in San 
Juan de la Maguana, Dominican Republic. MVHH’s 2nd 
international build. A 3rd international build trip is planned 
for the near future.

 

 “ I won’t soon forget the faces – the kid who was so excited to take a wheel barrow of dirt; the father explaining it has been  
20 years with dirt floors. The experience redefined wealth for me. I look forward to the next trip soon.”  
- Peter Poulin, MVHH volunteer at Dominican Republic build

We are building 
in Salisbury 
and Andover.

…deserves decent, affordable housing.


